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DC Moore Gallery is pleased to present Solace, an exhibition exploring meditative, introspective 
approaches to making art. These artists create empathetic relationships between the artwork and 
the viewer, inviting the viewer to impart their own associations and experiences into the work. 
Whether through expressive use of color, symbolism, rendering of light, or handling of paint, these 
works create a space of solace for both the artist and the viewer.  
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DC MOORE GALLERY is pleased to present its first exhibition by Darren Waterston, Remote Futures.
This recent body of work explores the allure and menace of utopian fantasy, where an imagined, idealized paradise
holds within it a disconcerting future.

Waterston has often engaged with mythological, theological, and natural histories while proposing visual depictions
of the ineffable that transcend the picture plane. In Remote Futures, there is evidence of human life in the fragments
of architecture—temples, cathedrals, ziggurats, bridges—that emerge from the organic detritus. These scenes
evoke places of refuge, offering an escape from the processes of time and mortality. For Waterston, however,
utopian potential is untenable as such. With abstracted elements that are both corporeal and celestial, Waterston’s
scenes become simultaneously Edenic and dystopian.

Waterston’s formal approach complements his thematic interest in divergence. His painterly technique is drawn from
both the Italian Renaissance—he layers oils and viscous glazes over gessoed wood panels—and traditional Japanese
painting methods such as calligraphic brushwork. These moments of technical precision, however, are no sooner
perceived than they are obscured. The resulting ethereal visions evoke both distant pasts and fantastical futures.

Darren Waterston lives and works in New York, NY. His work is featured in permanent collections including Los
Angeles County Museum of Art, CA; Seattle Art Museum, WA; and Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, TX. Waterston’s
upcoming projects include an editioned, large-format print portfolio commissioned by the Fine Arts Museums of
San Francisco, to be published in conjunction with an exhibition in May 2013. MASS MoCA will also host a major
installation by Waterston in the fall of 2013.

DC Moore Gallery specializes in contemporary and twentieth-century art. The gallery is open Tuesday through
Saturday from 10 am to 6 pm. Press previews can be arranged prior to the exhibition. For more information,
for photographs, or to arrange a viewing, please contact Meg Bowers at mbowers@dcmooregallery.com.

F O R  I M M E D I A T E  R E L E A S E

DARREN WATERSTON
REMOTE FUTURES

OCTOBER 4 – NOVEMBER 3, 2012

OPENING RECEPTION 
OCTOBER 4, 6 – 8 PM

A catalogue with an essay by Jim Voorhies
will be available.

Agony in the Garden, 2012. Oil on wood panel, 36 x 36 inches.

Mark Innerst, Still, 2012. Oil on linen in the artist's handmade frame, 18 x 36 in. (linen); 25 ¼ x 43 ¼ in. (frame) 



For many artists, natural forms are symbols of both ephemeral beauty and resilience. Mary Frank, 
Robert Kushner, and Jimmy Wright focus on individual flowers, exploring their emotive power and 
vulnerability. For David Driskell, pine trees were an especially potent personal symbol of grace 
and endurance. Carrie Gundersdorf and Katia Santibañez both harness spiral patterns found in 
shells and other natural forms, reconciling repetition and change, harmony and chaos in their 
compositions.  
 
Other works, such as those by Eric Aho, Charles Burchfield, and Jane Wilson, evoke the 
sensation of being in the landscape, experiences of air and atmosphere as well as feelings of 
calm, joy, or wonder. Some artists refer to the landscape while tapping into the power of dreams 
to express individual and collective feelings, such as Duane Michals and Darren Waterston. 
George Tooker’s Sleepers are suspended in a meditative trance, neither asleep nor awake. 
Reconciling with grief and loss, Tooker sought to represent a transcendental state of 
consciousness and a communion with a universal spirit.   
 
In a constantly changing and turbulent world, these works offer a moment to pause and recenter. 
Solace invites viewers to look quietly and closely, to enter in a shared space of refuge. 
 
 

 

 
DC Moore Gallery specializes in contemporary and twentieth-century art. The gallery is open Tuesday 
through Saturday from 10am-6pm. For more information, photographs, or to arrange a viewing please 
call 212-247-2111 or email Caroline Magavern at cmagavern@dcmooregallery.com.  

Charles Burchfield, Clearing Sky, 1920. Watercolor, gouache, and graphite on paper, mounted on board, 19 1/8 x 26 ½ in. 
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