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Agony in the Garden, 2012. Oil on wood panel, 36 x 36 inches.

DC MOORE GALLERY is pleased to present its first exhibition by Darren Waterston, Remote Futures.
This recent body of work explores the allure and menace of utopian fantasy, where an imagined, idealized paradise
holds within it a disconcerting future.
Waterston has often engaged with mythological, theological, and natural histories while proposing visual depictions
of the ineffable that transcend the picture plane. In Remote Futures, there is evidence of human life in the fragments
of architecture —temples, cathedrals, ziggurats, bridges—that emerge from the organic detritus. These scenes
evoke places of refuge, offering an escape from the processes of time and mortality. For Waterston, however,
utopian potential is untenable as such. With abstracted elements that are both corporeal and celestial, Waterston’s
scenes become simultaneously Edenic and dystopian.
Waterston’s formal approach complements his thematic interest in divergence. His painterly technique is drawn from
both the Italian Renaissance—he layers oils and viscous glazes over gessoed wood panels—and traditional Japanese
painting methods such as calligraphic brushwork. These moments of technical precision, however, are no sooner
Folds , 2015. Diptych, acrylic on linen, 42 x 36 in. each.
perceived than they are obscured. The resulting ethereal visions evoke both distant pasts and fantastical futures.
Darren Waterston lives and works in New York, NY. His work is featured in permanent collections including Los
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Barbara Takenaga’s new body of work continues the artist’s eloquent inquiry into the emotional weight of imagined
DC Moore
Galleryphenomena.
specializes Each
in contemporary
and twentieth-century
art.questions
The gallery
open Tuesday
through
spaces
and natural
carefully constructed
composition
theisboundaries
of the
known by
Saturday
10 am to
pm.
Press previews
canofbethe
arranged
to the exhibition. For more information,
offering
visualfrom
translations
of 6the
ever-changing
nature
physicalprior
world.
for photographs, or to arrange a viewing, please contact Meg Bowers at mbowers@dcmooregallery.com.
Through the artist’s process of random background pours of paint and an ordered, labor-intensive approach, she
constructs funnels, geodes, maps, and webs with her signature vocabulary of dots and splashes, outlined and traced
in vivid shimmery hues of acrylic. Once fully realized, Takenaga’s compositions present portals or aerial views from
places hovering above earth where an elastic reality pervades and parallel worlds could be the norm rather than the
exception.
Many of the painting titles, Amber, Floater, Twister or Aura/Arch present a duality of meaning and like the images
themselves - land, city, and outer space - shape-shift, fluctuating between the positive and negative, the microscopic
and infinite. The power of these paintings lies in their ambiguity, and is where Takenaga stakes out her own unique
territory, nimbly making reference to familiar objects and spaces while simultaneously placing our sense of those
things in question.
Barbara Takenaga’s installation Nebraska is currently on view at MASS MoCA in North Adams, MA. Her work is in
numerous public and private collections. Takenaga is a Professor of Art at Williams College. She lives and works in
New York City.
Also on view in the project gallery: DARREN WATERSTON: NEW WORK
***
DC MOORE GALLERY specializes in contemporary and twentieth-century art and photography. The Gallery is open from Tuesday
through Saturday from 10 am to 6 pm. For more information, for photographs, or to arrange a viewing, please call 212-247-2111 or
email Rachel Johnson at rjohnson@dcmooregallery.com.

