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Emational balance, simple grace
and unaffecied elegance were the
mainstays of Jacob Lawrence's
long career, which ended last year
with his death at 82 Weighed
against the tumult, despetation and
poverty of his early vears in Har-
lem, Lawrence's visual daring and
deftness with narrative are star-
tling reminders of the fragile poten-
tial for healing invoked by art. He
was sustained by the WP.A an
project and by his love for the peo-
ple he lived among, They are reborn
here into a saturated twilight world
of vivid browns, blues and reds —
almost never a white — that serve
as a bright womkb for his tales of the
American black experience.

This small retrospective exhibi-
tion, erganized before a large trav-
eling museam show arrives in New
York at the Whitney in Novembser,
& rich with Lawrence's singular
pleasures, He documented injus-
tice, but he also seemed to cherish
the panorama, fro the red blood of
slave uprisings to the plain beige of
newspapers read inm bed. His de-
scriptive powers were coupled with
a flair for dramatic compositions
that at best convey both an inner
life and an outer struggle. They are
partraits of the psyche and its edgy
relationship o society.

The late works have dramatic
passages that take unusual risks, at
times reminding one of Japanese
prints, as il Lawrence were giving a
nod 1o modernism. Skirting all the
styles of his times, he made his own
way and stayed true o it till the
end. EAY LARSON
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